Mark and Margaret Berzins
Leaving a legacy in so many ways
Mark Berzins is a true
believer in doing his
part to help Metro
Denver be a strong
and vibrant community.
As one of the founding
members of SVP
Denver (Social Venture
Partners), Mark has
always cared deeply
about and spends
countless hours helping
nonprofit organizations
that he also contributes
to financially. Mark
just finished two terms
as a member of The
Denver Foundation’s
Board of Trustees. Both Mark and his wife Margaret are
Colorado natives and long-time supporters of the arts
and education.
Mark recently recounted a time that was particularly
touching to him early in his involvement with SVP.
SVP was supporting an arts enrichment program for
low-income students at the Center for Visual Arts at
Metropolitan State College of Denver. Mark described
how excited the kids became, shouting with joy at the

sight of the “arts truck” coming down the street. He
said he was “blown away” by the kids’ excitement and
gratitude for an opportunity to create art.
Mark often talks about donning his “do-gooder cape”
to support the most vulnerable in our society, both with
family and through his business donor-advised fund,
the Little Pub Fund. In the spring of 2011, the Little
Pub Fund provided a matching grant of 50 cents for
every dollar raised to support The Denver Foundation’s
Campaign for Hunger Relief. Thanks to that online
giving campaign, the Foundation distributed over
$30,000 in grants to front-line food pantries and summer
food sites last May.
Margaret and Mark are committed to passing on their
charitable spirit and love of the arts to their four children.
In fact, one of their daughters, Clare, recently curated a
show of some exceptional art produced by students at
East High School. Mark and Margaret have arranged
for their children to become the primary advisors to the
Little Pub Fund in the future.
To show their commitment to the future, Mark and
Margaret have also named The Denver Foundation
as a charitable beneficiary of their estate in their wills.
This is a testament to the community, and an honor for
The Denver Foundation.
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to assisting in senior centers, to gardening in our local parks and
city gardens, there are lots of choices. Financial support and team
volunteering can go a long way toward enhancing your friendships
and improving your community. Let us find options for you.
• Ask your favorite nonprofit organizations what they need most and
help meet that goal.
If the homeless shelter you support needs more money, consider
offering a matching funds challenge. Your $10,000 might help
attract at least that much more in new or increased gifts to your
favorite program. We can assist you with the details and parameters
of a challenge grant that will help your favorite organization meet its
greatest needs.
The Denver Foundation is honored to serve as your partner in
philanthropy and we are here to help you focus on ways that you want to
make a difference. Please let us know how we can help you enjoy and
see more impact from your charitable activities this year. With more focus
and planning, you might find that philanthropy is your most enjoyable
activity of all!
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